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seriously. All the casualties in the fleet that day,
with the exception of a boiler explosion on the Mack-
inaw, were due to the bursting of the loopounder
Parrot rifled guns. These proved to be about as
dangerous to us as to the enemy and were not used
again.

Meanwhile, the transports had been delayed in
getting up. But that night all arrived and the land
attack was planned for the following day. Having
found that the depth of water permitted, the Colo-
rado, Minnesota, and Wabash, heavy-draught ships,
were the next morning able to approach closer to
the fort. We fired at slow intervals, as if we were
at target practice, and we could see shell after shell
taking effect. It seemed as if our fire must reduce
these earthworks to so many sand dunes. With
such a long line of ships firing and at such a long
face of works; with the air in a continual thunder
and screech, there was no time to observe anything
except the work of your own ship and the signals
from the flag-ship.

At times the Colorado would be the target for a
number of guns, and again we would seem to have
silenced the batteries facing us. But there was
never a moment when our men were not doing their
work steadily and without a thought on the part of
any one but that we had the fire of the forts well
under control. We had one rifled gun disabled, and
were receiving only desultory attention from the